
17 December 2021

Dear Parent/Carer 

Re: End of Term Christmas Letter

The autumn term is drawing to a close and I’m writing to thank you for all of your support over this difficult year. I am
aware of the disruption to learning that track-and-trace has had and the challenges caused at home as well as within
the Academy. However, our aim this term was to re-establish relationships and routines and I am delighted to say
that I believe we have achieved that. The students overall have returned fantastically following the first lockdown. I
am proud of all the Houses and the work their Achievement Leaders, House Teams and Tutors have done to
reassure students, re-integrate them and re-establish those important school habits and routines. 

I'm really pleased to report that Year 7 have been an absolute joy this year. Staff are continuously praising their
attitude, work and effort. We believe our vertical House system has helped and given them the opportunity to meet
friends from other year groups (as we do in life). They have been hit among the hardest with track-and-trace, but
they have adapted well and thrown themselves into their learning and wider Academy life.  I must also give
significant recognition to our current Year 11 for their positive attitude and effort in what must be an incredibly
challenging year for them. They are impressively resilient and making the best of a difficult situation. We will
endeavour to give them an enjoyable experience whilst ensuring the quality of education is the best we can possibly
deliver. I know they have particularly appreciated when staff are self-isolating and still teach lessons remotely to
preserve continuity of education. 

I must also recognise the hard work and willingness of staff to adapt to new systems and procedures. Our staff have
truly gone the extra mile to ensure we are not just functioning as a school but beginning to flourish once more. We
have continued to review our procedures and adapt to ensure as many of the normal things that we do are able to
happen again. Academic Intervention across the school is up and running, homework clubs and other extra-curricular
events and enrichment are taking place where possible. This is huge testament to the efforts of staff. Our site and
cleaning staff have truly been exceptional in their efforts. The work and flexibility of this team has been second to
none. If ever any group deserve to be described as key workers, it is these staff and without them this Academy
would undoubtedly not functioned as well and successfully as it has.

One final group needs a special mention and that is yourselves, parents and carers. More than anyone, you support
your children, influence their learning and decisions. Your hard work and continued support has been unstinting and
we much appreciate the many positive messages we have had.

Principal: Mr G Carlile
PA to the Principal: Mrs P Poli

 
Peterborough Road, Peterborough, PE7 3BY 

Tel: 01733 821430
 email: enquiries@stangroundacademy.org

 website: www.stangroundacademy.org
 
 
 

End of Term Letter

The Stanground Academy is part of the Greenwood Academies Trust

mailto:admin@stangroundacademy.org
http://www.stangroundacademy.org/


The Year 6 and the Post-16 Virtual Open Evenings on Thursday 7 October 2021 and Thursday 4 November
2021, respectively, were very successful. The Post-16 Virtual Open Evening can still be accessed via the
Academy website until the end of term should you wish to have a look.
Our face-to-face Senior Leadership Surgery Session with myself and my team was a great success and well
attended. Our next event will take place on Tuesday 18 January 2022, 4:00 - 5:30pm.
Students and staff have responded incredibly well to the new systems and protocols and the Academy remains a
calm, focused and purposeful place for teaching and learning
We are on track to produce the best academic results seen at the Academy this summer. This combined with
even more of our Post-16 students applying to Cambridge and Oxford Universities, is a clear indication of high
expectations and high-quality of teaching & learning

Our BTEC Drama students had a great trip to Leicester’s Curve
Theatre to see 'Everybody’s Talking About Jamie!'
Mr Craig organised a series of booster workshops for our Year 11
students on a Saturday. These were very popular, and we will
arrange more in the New Year.
The new football pitch at the front of the Academy is nearly
completed and we are looking forward to being able to hold House
Team competitions in the New Year.
On 8 December Mrs Lowe organised a cinema trip for 400 students
as a reward for good behaviour and as ever, the students
represented the Academy impeccably.

A huge well done to our very own Mr Schofield, who was nominated and won the ‘Star
Teacher of the Year’ award at the glittering Pride of Peterborough Awards Evening
In addition to this, one of our amazing Year 7 students, Alfie Harley was nominated for
'Peterborough Young Person of the Year Award' for raising over £3,000 for Charity.
Following two years of Centre Assessed Grades (CAGs) and Teacher Assessed
Grades (TAGs), the government announced that external examinations will take place
as far as normal next summer (fingers crossed!). This applies to students in Year 11,
12 and 13.
From the start of this academic year, I am proud to say we have had a relatively low
number of positive Covid-19 cases, in fact we have been one of the lowest schools in
Peterborough! Thank you to all staff, students, parents and carers who have continued
to keep everyone safe through regular testing and sanitising.
The Academy’s Covid-19 Risk Assessment continues to be fully implemented and
adapted to meet changing national and local government guidance to ensure students
and staff remain safe in the Academy.

Other important information:

A main focus has been on raising the quality of teaching and learning. I have seen great
strides made in both this area and in the raised expectations of our students.
The new structure of the Academy day (separate break and lunch times for students) has
been embedded and it is working effectively. It is lovely to see our students interacting with
each other happily in their respective Houses during form and break times. 

Academy Improvement Plan 2021 - 2022



Mr Philip Clarke – Teacher of Mathematics 
Mrs Cydney Collins – Teacher of English
Mr George Ford – Teach of Mathematics
Miss Urooj Shahid – Teacher of English
Miss Sarah Waters –  Data Assistant

Colleagues leaving the Academy at the end of this term. We wish them all the very best for the future.

I am delighted to inform you that we have appointed a new SENDCo, Mrs Jean Bloye, who was due to start in
January, but we managed to secure her services this side of Christmas by mutual agreement. The current Head of
Holmes House, Mr John Hayes has had an exciting offer from Greenwood Academies Trust to become a Director of
Digital Strategy and Mr Luke Pollard will be taking on the role of Head of Holmes House in the New Year. 

Key dates for the spring term 2021-2022:
 

The Academy will close at the end of period three on Friday 17 December 2021 at 12.20pm. The Academy will have
a staggered re-opening in January and follow the schedule on the parent letter dated 3 December 2021. Should you
require further information, support, help or guidance, please do not hesitate to contact the Academy.

Can I wish you all a safe and restful Christmas and all the best for the New Year!

Yours faithfully

Mr Carlile
Principal

10 February 2022
14 - 18 February 2022
24 March 2022
25 - 27 March 2022
4 - 18 April 2022
28 April 2022
29 April - 1 May 2022
2 May 2022
19 May 2022
30 May - 3 June 2022
24 - 26 June 2022
8 - 10 July 2022
20 July 2022

Year 9 Parents' Evening
February half-term
Year 10 Parents' Evening
Silver DofE Practice Year 12/13
Easter Holidays
Year 8 Parents' Evening
Siver DofE Expedition Year 12/13
Bank Holiday, Academy Closed
Year 7 Parents' Evening
May half-term
Bronze DofE Practive Year 9
Bronze DofE Expedition Year 9
Last day of term


